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Applicants are required to take the Oath of Admission in open court before any of the judges.  An
admission proceeding may be held at any time during open court.  An attorney previously admitted
to practice in the Eastern District of Virginia must accompany the applicant to the court proceeding
to make an oral motion for the applicant’s admission.  The Clerk’s Office does not schedule these
motions ahead of time.

The majority of admission proceedings take place before the Friday motions docket.  The judges in
Alexandria hear criminal motions beginning at 9:00 a.m. and civil motions beginning at 10:00 a.m.,
on most Fridays. 

If motions are cancelled on any particular Friday, a notice will be posted on our website.  If an
applicant chooses to be admitted on a Friday motions docket, you should come to the Clerk’s Office,
along with the movant (the attorney making the motion for the applicant’s admission), at least 30
minutes prior to the beginning of court to process the paperwork and pay the $150.00 admission fee.
A current copy of the applicant’s Virginia Bar card must be attached to the application and show that
the applicant is an active member.  

Additionally, the applicant may request a Certificate of Good Standing, for $15.00.  The certificate
will qualify the applicant to practice before the U. S. District Court for the Western District of
Virginia.

After the applicant has taken the oath in open court, he/she should return to the Clerk’s Office to
receive their Certificate of Admission and Certificate of Good Standing, if one was requested.


